The Employers’ Association
What's Our Story? - Part Il
The First Membership Meeting

Last month we launched the first of a series of articles to celebrate the history of the Employers’
Association (EA) through the telling of “Our” Story. This month our focus will be on the founding of the
organization, some of the people involved and the purposes of the organization as delineated in the
Articles of Incorporation.

According to the official meeting minutes, the first meeting of the members of the Northwestern Ohio
Industrial Council (NOIC), a forerunner of the EA, was held at the Hillcrest Hotel in Toledo, Ohio on
November 14, 1950, at 4:00 p.m. Mr. Jules D. Lippman of Textileather Corporation was elected to
preside at the meeting. Mr. Arnold F. Bunge, of the law firm Marshall, Melhorn, Bloch and Belt acted as
secretary. General discussions were had concerning the purposes and objectives of the association,
labor conditions and business conditions in Toledo and the surrounding area.

At this first meeting the Chairman presented, for the consideration of members, a draft of a Constitution
which had been prepared by attorneys. After discussion and upon motion duly made, seconded and
unanimously carried, a Constitution was adopted. Mr. John C. McCurry, the first Executive Director, and
the attorneys were instructed to rewrite the draft of the Constitution in accordance with the vote of the
members.

There were ten purposes set out in the original Articles of Incorporation and as filed with the Ohio
Secretary of State on November 11, 1950. The entire list of purposes is available on the EA web site
www.employersassocaition.com , but it is interesting to note a few of those that are equally as important
today as they were then.

(a) To provide focal point for enlightened, forthright and progressive industrial leadership in the
community;

(b) To promote tranquility in the labor relationship between employer and employee by a proper
recognition of legitimate responsibility and objectives of both;

(c) Toinitiate and support sound and constructive programs designed to maintain the industrial
health of the community.

(d) To ascertain facts by surveys, polls and studies; publish the results thereof, so that our
community may better understand industry’s position;

Lastly, the first trustees of the NOIC were nominated and elected at this first meeting. These founding
trustees included several individuals who made a lasting impact on their companies and this community.
Inaugural trustees were: Mr. Harris Mcintosh of Toledo Scale, Mr. Frank Adams of Surface Combustion
Company, Ray Morrison of DeVilbiss Corporation, Mr. Joseph Tillman of Unitcast Corporation, Mr.
Joseph Nuffer of Airway Electric Appliance Company, Mr. J. Preston Levis of Owens-lllinois Glass
Company, Mr. William Schomburg of Superior Spinning and Stamping and Mr. R.A. Stranahan of
Champion Spark Plug Company.

Through the telling of “Our” story we hope to celebrate our past, honor those who have helped build and
sustain the EA as well as renew our commitment to the ideals and purposes for which the EA was
founded. We hope you will help us as well. Please take a minute to send us your EA Story by e-mail to
jhollister@employersassocaition.com or through a note sent to my attention at the EA address.

Jack Hollister, President



